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Women and Dance
Giselle is a romantic ballet about Mount Olympus's gods and goddesses that talks about people's lives every day, past historical events, real times and places, and the supernatural prominence, which was preferred by the middle-class people. This movie's setting is based on traditional society and its practice during marriage or proposal times and how the elders in society handled things. Giselle was first performed in Russia by the Ballet du Theatre at the Salle Le Peletier in Paris. In 1842 in Russia, it was also performed by Marie Guy-Stephan, who led to great success in the production and staged first in Italy. Its success led to a great audience attraction, which promoted its production by getting support from other companies. (Beaumont, 1944). The main characters include Giselle, a peasant girl, who is admired by most of the boys, Albrecht is a boy named Duke of Silesia and crazily admires Giselle, Hilarion as a gamekeeper and he too fights to have Giselle, Bathilde as a princess who is betrothed to Albrecht as her husband, and Berthe Giselle's mother. The latter is very caring and overprotective to her daughter. The female gender is not well represented in the film because the girls are not given enough freedom of expression, and that their roles, according to traditional society, are not well defined. 
The female gender is not well presented in the film because girls are not given enough freedom of expression. Parents tend to choose whom they want for their daughters to fall in love with or get married. As evident in Act I, a young nobleman named Albrecht has fallen in love with a shy, beautiful pleasant girl (Giselle) despite him being betrothed by his parents to the daughter of Duke of Courland. Albrecht describes himself as a very humble villager nicknamed 'Loys' who knows nothing about his true identity to win Giselle, who is known to be innocent. His friend, who is known as Squire, helps him with some tactics to hide his fine attire of hunting and sword before seducing Giselle in her house as the harvesting activities begin. From another instance, a local gamekeeper known as Hilarion is also in love with Giselle but is highly worried about Albrecht, a newcomer, and has won Giselle's affection (Coll, 2018). He tries to convince innocent Giselle that Loys cannot be trusted, but his efforts seem not to succeed since Giselle ignores Albrecht's warnings. Giselle seems to be interested and attracted to Albrecht. However, her mother Berthe discourages her from him in an argument that they cannot make a good relationship compared to Hilarion, who is better. Besides, the mother criticizes her for dancing due to the strain in her heart.
[bookmark: _GoBack]During a nobleman's party to hunt, Albrecht, who is betrothed to Bathilde hurries to get away, hoping to be recognized and stopped by Bathilde and introduce him as a nobleman, which is not the case. Instead, Bathilde gets delighted by Giselle's melodiousness, not knowing her relationship with Albrecht (Coll, 2018). The party is welcomed by villagers who offer some drinks and perform several dances for them. Everyone is happy for Giselle at the party, especially when the beautiful stranger offers her a necklace before the group of nobles departs. Everyone continues to celebrate the party, and coincidentally, Albrecht happens to dance with Giselle again, named the Harvest Queen. Hilarion gets jealous and angry about Albrecht and Giselle dancing, who decides to interrupt the festivities after discovering that Albrecht has already made a sword. He presents as proof that the peasant boy is a nobleman who is promised another girl. Hilarion picks Albrecht's stick and decides to call back the party of a nobleman. Albrecht is stranded, confused, and has no choice to run or hide rather than greeting Bathilde as his betrothed as planned by his parents. This leaves everyone in shock as not expected, but Giselle becomes much more emotional. She is seen depressed by that action as she is faced with her love's deception, knowing that they will never be together with him again. Giselle cannot control herself anymore as she reflects on all the moments they had shared with Albrecht. She madly begins to dance wildly, causing her heart to give up as she collapses in Albrecht's arms before passing away. Both Albrecht and Hilarion are surprised. They turn to each other with eyes of solemnness. In this case, if the parents had allowed their children to choose their lovers, such instances of death could not have occurred; thus, they could continue celebrating their party with joy.
The female gender is not well presented in the film since their roles, according to traditional society, are not well detected. For instance, late at night after Giselle's death, Hilarion goes to her grave, which is in the forest, to mourn since he feels still attracted to her, and death was not supposed to occur (Coll, 2018). However, the mourning does not occur as planned since he is scared and chased away by ghost spirits referred to as Wilis, who were betrayed by their lovers. Their betraying mostly happened during their weddings, and they all died of broken hearts. During this night, Wilis, led by their hard-hearted mother called Myrtha, dance to the fullest and haunt the forest to show their revenge on any man they come across in the forest, not excluding anyone, forcing Hilarion to dance till his death due to exhaustion.
After Hilarion's death, Myrtha and the Wilis decide to revive Giselle from the grave, inform of spirit, and join her in their clan before going into the forest as Albrecht arrives. Albrecht arrives with flowers to place them on Giselle's grave to mourn her as he is guilty of her death. Surprisingly, Giselle appears to Albrecht, who is impressed and decides to ask for forgiveness from her. Giselle is still in love with him, and she doesn't feel revenge as a good option as the Wilis when she decides to forgive him and disappears to join them (Evan, 2017). Albrecht is so desperate and has no option rather to follow her.
The Wilis are not interested in Hilarion; thus, they only wish to punish to get satisfied. Therefore, using their demonic power, they force him to dance until he is nearly dead and mercilessly drag him down to a nearby lake where they drown him to death. As this happens, they are still spying on Albrecht and suddenly turns to him, wanting to sentence him to death. Albrecht pleads with them, but Myrtha being heartless, does not hear he pleads. He then decides to request Giselle to plead on his behalf, but his efforts do not succeed. He is then forced to dance the whole night, but due to Wilis' observance of Giselle's love for him, his life is saved. (Myriam et al., 2016). During the day, the Wilis decides to go back to their graves, but they are not pleased with Giselle's kindness, making them change their ways of revenge. She is then released from their powers, and she can no longer hunt in the forests. She bids Albrecht a goodbye as she returns to her grave to rest in peace. However, according to the traditional societies, a party could be held by elders to appease the dead to avoid the spirits punishing them, which is not the case in this community. 
In my conscience, the female gender is not well represented as it is seen in the film.  As evident, girls are being denied the freedom of expression. Girls lack adequate space to enjoy their relationships. Instead, they are being dictated by their parents who love, and this causes some dramas as one the girl named Giselle dies in a crowd for being disappointed by his boyfriend who is forced to marry another girl by his parents who could not be the case if freedom was allowed in that society (Evan, 2017). After the death of Giselle, she is taken to a grave in the forest where we meet a group of ladies who appear in spirits called Wilis and are seriously suffering from denial, which occurred during their weddings from their husbands who decided to disappoint them by not marrying them. This situation seems to have disappointed them to the point of seeing revenge as the best thing until they are brought to their senses by Giselle. She demonstrates a good example to them by not revenging to Albrecht. All these problems are brought by conflicts caused by their parents, which could have been solved by the elders in society. There is no connection between the female gender in Giselle and that of group culture, especially in performing the festivities and conduction of events when one dies. 
In the traditional society culture, a girl was mostly valued such that her decisions would be greatly honored, and we could see them being advised by their elders in groups, which is not the case in Giselle. There is no new insight gained in the text since the gender works under commands from their parents, which makes one afraid of expressing some needs that elders could take care of. The female gender should be allowed to make their own decisions without restrictions from their parents or elders regarding their wishes, especially in their relationships (Adair, 1992). They should also be given a chance to bring out their ideas on how they feel about the culture and not to be demoralized in Giselle.
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